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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

075653 

R 131530Z FEB 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3846 

SECRET ALGIERS 0372 

EXDIS 

FOR ASSISTANT SECRETARY ATHERTON FROM AMBASSADOR 
E.O. 11652:89$ 

5-& : PFOR, SS, AG MOR, MR, SP 
SUBJECT: SAHARA: U.S. POSITION 

1 . HAVE NOTED IN SEVERAL RECENT MESSAGES, SUCH AS STATE’S 
030981 AND 031272, STATEMENTS THAT WE HAVE NOT TAKEN POSITION 
ON SUBSTANCE OF SPANISH SAHARA ISSUE BUT SUPPORT TRIPARTITE 
ACCORD AND UNGA RESOLUTION WHICH ENDORSED IT. RESPECTFULLY 
SUBMIT THAT THESE REMARKS INTERNALLY INCONSISTENT. 

2. IN FIRST PLACE, TRIPARTITE ACCORD DEALS DIRECTLY WITH 
SUBSTANCE OF ISSUE AND SETTLES IT IN FAVOR MOROCCO AND 
MAURITANIA. BY SUPPORTING IT WE ARE TAKING SIDES. 

3. THERE IS, FURTHERMORE, CONTRADITION BETWEEN TRIPARTITE 
ACCORD AND SENEGALESE-TUNISIAN RESOLUTION WHICH ENDORSED 

IT. RESOLUTION CONFIRMS INALIENABLE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION. 

IT GENERALLY UNDERSTOOD AT TIME, HOWEVER, THAT WHATEVER 
RESOLUTION SAID THERE WOULD BE NO MEANINGFUL CONSULTATION 
WITH SAHARAN PEOPLE UNDER TRIPARTITE ACCORD. THERE HAVE NOT 
IN FACT BEEN ANY, UNLESS WE ACCEPT SOMEWHAT DUBIOUS MOROCCQN 
CLAIM TO HAVE CONSULTED WITH JEMAA, A BODY WHOSE REPRESENTATIVE 
STATUS UNCERTAIN TO SAY THE LEAST. IN OTHER WORDS, TUNISIAN- 
SENEGALF.SF. RESOLUTION WAS WINDOW DRESSING DESIGNED TO JUSTIFY 
TAKEOVER, AND WE KNEW IT. 
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4. IF, IN SPITE OF ALL THIS, USG CONSIDERS ITSELF TO BE 
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NEUTRAL ON SUBSTANCE, WE SHOULD CONSIDER HOW WE CAN CONVINCE 
ALGERIANS OF THIS, BECAUSE I HAVE FRANKLY BEEN OPERATING ON 
ASSUMPTION WE HAD CHOSEN MOROCCAN SIDE OF ISSUE FOR GOOD AND 
SUFFICIENT REASONS OF OUR OWN. MAKING CONVINCING CASE WE ARE 
NEUTRAL WILL BE DIFFICULT, PARTICULARLY AS GOA LEARNS OF 
$182 MILLION DOLLAR ARMS SALES REQUEST FOR MOROCCO.(GATHER THIS 
IN ADDITION TO TWO BRIGADE PACKAGE. OUR MILITARY COMMITMENT 
TO MORROCO CONSIDERABLY MORE OMINOUS THAN I HAD SUSPECTED.) 
AM NEVERTHELESS OPEN TO SUGGESTIONS AS TO HOW DEPARTMENT 
WISHES ME TO RESPOND TO ALGERIAN CONCERNS. I HAVE SO FAR 
TAKEN LINE THAT IT WAS THEIR OWN FAULT FOR THEIR PRO-SOVIET 
ATTITUDE ON ANGOLA AND OTHER DISFAVORS TO US, BUT WOULD BE 
GLAD TO CORRECT THIS LINE IF GIVEN SOME AMMUNITION.PARKER 
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